Saint Marianne Cope Parish
Rev. Stuart H. Pinette - Pastor

St. Catherine of Siena

St. Philip the Apostle

6 Windsorville Road
Broad Brook, CT 06016

150 South Main Street
East Windsor, CT 06088

Weekday Masses -

Weekend Masses -

Monday - Wednesday at 12:10 p.m.
Thursday at 8:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday at 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Parish Office Hours -

Sacrament of Reconciliation -

Mon, Wed, Fri: 9:00 a.m. - Noon

Saturday: 3:00-3:30 p.m.

Parish Office Phone - (860) 623-4636 (ext. 101)
Parish Fax - (860) 292-8550
Parish Website - smceastwindsor.org
Parish Office email - office@smceastwindsor.org
Fr. Stu’s email - frstu@smceastwindsor.org
Pastoral Assistant - Theresa Jablow
Director of Music - Wendy Quinn
Pastoral Minister - Jan Albetski
Email - JanA@smceastwindsor.org
Faith Formation Office - (860) 623-4636 (ext. 106)
Parish Rectory - 150 South Main Street
East Windsor, CT 06088

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call the parish office to make arrangements for the celebration of the sacrament
as well as a pre-baptismal session for parents and Godparents.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Please call the parish office at least six months in advance before making any other arrangements.

New Parishioners
Please call the parish office or registration forms are available on the church bulletin boards.

Christian Stewardship
We are a stewardship community. Parish members are invited to use offertory envelopes or Online Giving
to support the mission & needs of our parish. Please call the parish office for more details.

Saint Marianne cope parish
Scripture Readings The Epiphany of the Lord

Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

NEW PARISHIONERS – Welcome! There are
registration forms on the bulletin boards in the
church foyers at St. Philip & the foyer table at St.
Catherine. Just fill one out and drop it in the Giving
Box or Basket or return it to the parish office. You
may also register by calling the parish office during
weekday business hours.
YOUNG FAMILIES – At St. Philip Church, the quiet
room is available for families with young children
attending Mass and at St. Catherine Church the
foyer is available if your child needs a break.
PARISHIONERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS - The first
pew is available for parishioners that have any type
of physical limitations, and you may also receive
communion while staying in your seat if you’d like.
At St. Philip, those in the quiet room may proceed in
front of the first pew for communion as well.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK - can be celebrated at any
time for those who are ill or infirmed. When
someone’s condition worsens, please call the parish
office to arrange for Fr. Stu to visit and celebrate
the sacrament rather then waiting until the final
moments of their life.
PLEASE PRAY FOR – Joyce Benoit, Jeannie Bernier,
Thomas Blowen, Jr., Maria Brenza, Linda Brown,
Inez Cabral, Helen Calsetta, Donald Daigle, Gabriel
Desrocher, Donald Fitzgerald, Laurie Gallipo, David
Gieseke, Joanne Gird, Ciera Green, Regina
Jackmauh, Concetta Kopp, Auralie LaChance,
Martha Leonard, Bill Mager, Ethel Morin, Rosemary
Murak, Francine & Rita Nadeau, Laura Palmer,
Donald Quist, Rob & Lilly, Bob & Gen Roy, Steven
Solesky, Meghan Tully, Mary Winn, Heidi
Wormstedt, and Deborah & James Wrann. Also, all
health care workers, first responders, missionaries
and those serving in the armed forces.

East Windsor
The Pastor’s Desk

On a hillside near Mexico City in the early 1500s, a peasant
named Juan Diego was paid a visit by a divine messenger, a woman
from heaven. She had on the same clothes that many of his sisters
and female friends wore and her skin was the same color as theirs.
She had a band around her waist indicating that she was going to
give birth, and her eyes looked downward, humbly gazing at her simple friend.
They talked back and forth over the course of four visits, sharing
endearing words; he was her smallest son, she his queen, his lady,
his little one. She sent him to the local bishop to ask him to build a
church on the worship site of a former indigenous goddess, but the
man of stature brushed him off. Juan was just a poor nobody after
all. Finally, the heavenly lady told her little friend to fill the lap of his
cloak with the roses that were growing at her feet in the off season
and take them to the prelate. When he opened his wrap and let the
flowers flow, there was an image of his brown-skinned queen imprinted on it. Surprised, the bishop knew that it was Mary of Nazareth, the
Lady of Guadalupe, who had come to his people with a message of
hope and love, assuring them that God was present in their struggles.
All they needed was to have faith and let their culture and caring
ways be filled anew by the gospel of Christ. He would use their gifts,
and the gifts of all people, to build his kingdom, one ordinary gesture
at a time. God would take it from there and show them what’s next.
John the Baptist shared the same kind of message with the people
who joined him in the desert in Luke’s gospel. They were struck by
his words and agreed to go down into the waters of the Jordan to
start fresh with God. Afterwards, they were anxious to carry their
conversion further: “What do we do now, what’s next?” To the regular
folk he told them to share their extra coat with someone who has
none, their food with those who are hungry. The tax collectors wanted to grow too; be honest with others, don’t take more than your
share, the Baptist said. “What about us teacher, what can we do?”
said the soldiers. Be fair with others, not rough. Don’t be a bully, the
prophet told them.
Each was given an everyday way to show their new faith and forgiveness in God. It was something they could all do, trying virtuous
ways, growing habits of honesty and kindness, preparing for the time
when more would be asked of them. It was these modest gifts
shared that they, and we, can do each day, until the gospel becomes
real and defines us. And God takes it from there.
Its like the little boy who went to early childhood classes in his
parish faith formation program for a couple of years. He had been
learning about God and decided one day to go on a hike in search of
him. It may be a long walk so he brought snacks in an old gym bag:
root beer, granola bars, and cookies. Off he went, forgetting to tell
his mom. He walked for awhile and got tired so he rested in a park,
sitting on a bench near an elderly gal. Quietly they sat until he asked
if she was thirsty. She smiled and nodded and out came the root
beer and other snacks until the bag was empty. The whole time she
didn’t say a word, just smiled. So he did the talking; about his mom
and dad, his brother and sister, his pets, and his first year in school.
Finally, it dawned on him that he didn’t tell his mom where he was
going. She’d be worried. So he climbed down from the bench and
started home but not before he gave his new friend a hug and saw
her smile again. “Where have you been, I’ve been so worried,” his
mom asked when he got home. “I spent the afternoon with God. She
was older then I expected, very quiet, and really thirsty!” Sometimes
we just have to share what’s in our bag and see what God does next.

THE HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH
Worship at SMC
Each week different disciples have been gathering to worship,
choosing one or more of our various Mass times for sabbath prayer.
It may be a weekend liturgy, with more people gathered, or a weekday Mass which is smaller and a little more quiet. Everyone decides
on a time that suits them best while continuing to practice good
stewardship in the Giving Boxes & Baskets, mailing or dropping off
offerings to the parish office, or joining the Online Giving team.
Here’s some other practices we’re following during worship.
Entering & Sitting in Church – Please enter through one of the
two side doors in the main foyer of St. Philip where the Giving Boxes
are also located to share your stewardship gift of treasure. As we
continue through the effects of the coronavirus, everyone is asked to
please wear a face covering as we strive to be safe and prayerful
during these challenging times.
Communion Time – Ministers of the Eucharist will wear face
coverings and hand-sanitize before serving at communion. Communion is received in the hands, flat and extended towards the minister. After receiving the host, each person is asked to step to the
side, consume the host, and return to your seat. Then, at the end of
Mass, we will all depart safely as we continue to care for one another here at SMC.

Words of Thanks –
Brothers & sisters:
A lifetime of prayer and service unites thousands of elderly sisters, brothers and religious order priests who benefit
from the Retirement Fund for Religious. Generations of
Catholics gratefully remember their ministry in schools,
hospitals, parishes, and more often for little pay resulting
in a shortage of retirement savings.
Our support helped religious communities provide for
aging members, improve eldercare delivery, and strengthen retirement planning. One sister writes, “Our prayers
belong most of all to the generous benefactors whose donations have made this financial assistance possible.
Thanks to everyone who was able to take part as we journey together through these final days of 2021.
- Fr. Stu
Saint Marianne Cope Prayer Shawl Ministry:

The Network Against Domestic Abuse is very grateful for your donation of prayer shawls. Your contributions will provide our clients with some much-needed
comfort. Your thoughtfulness is truly making a difference in the lives of so many victims of domestic
abuse and their children right here in our own communities.
You are a treasure to us all. Thanks again for standing with us.
Sincerely,
Karen F. O’Connor
Executive Director

Mass Intentions
Letting Christmas Become a Season
So often Christmas day seems to come and go very quickly, and
with it, the spirit of the Christmas season can be lost in the process
of cleaning up, finishing leftovers or returning gifts. There is a
religious value to these days after Christmas which we can give
ourselves with simply a little focus. Having prayed that our Lord
might come to us, we can let the reality of his coming enter more
deeply into our daily experience. We do that by savoring the story
and letting his being one with us become a more conscious reality
as these stories intersect with our daily lives. For example, in the
rush of Christmas, I can ask myself if I took time to imagine myself
there in the stable, and take it all in, as a personal witness. Did I
ask Mary if I could hold her child? What happened within me as I
beheld my Savior so small, so vulnerable and with such a breath
that would one day expire on the cross, but would be raised to
breathe the Holy Spirit into his followers and into us all?
The Epiphany is part of the powerful story according to St.
Matthew. While Luke's account reminds us of the poverty of Jesus’
coming and his union with the lowly of the earth, in Matthew we can
almost hear the drumbeats of danger. Herod is out to kill the child.
In spite of the cleverness of the Magi to return another way, many
innocents are slaughtered.
Perhaps the Feast of the Holy Family will be a time to reach
deeper into our desires and ask for graces for our family. This
might be a wonderful time for us to contemplate the hidden life of
Jesus. Apart from the glimpse we get of the 12 year-old Jesus
being left behind in Jerusalem, the scriptures are silent about the
thirty years of Jesus' life as an ordinary part of the Nazareth
community. Again, with the contemplative power of imagination,
we can walk the dusty streets of this small town where Jesus grew
up. We can watch the toddler Jesus at home, listening to his
mother and foster father singing the psalms at night. We can
picture the little boy Jesus playing with his friends.
Imagine the young Jesus learning the carpenter trade from
Joseph, even picturing them delivering the chairs and tables, doors
and wagons they made together. These many years he lived in a
fairly ordinary, hidden way, place him in solidarity with our ordinary
day to day lives. He knew work, he knew service, he had friends
and he loved family. We suppose that Joseph died during those
years. Jesus knew the grief of the loss of one who had held him
and nurtured him and became an earthly father to him. Reflections
like these in the Christmas Season will allow Jesus to come very
close to us these days.
The Season culminates in the celebration of the Baptism of the
Lord. It is consoling to imagine the discernment process Jesus
went through to decide to leave home and to move down toward
the River Jordan where he heard that his cousin John was
baptizing. Mary let him go and blesses him for his mission. There
at the Jordan, Jesus and John meet again. If John leapt in his
mother Elizabeth's womb, how much more now did his heart soar
as Jesus came to assume his role as the one who would free us
from our sins. But, first, there had to be this part of the Incarnation
and this epiphany. Here Jesus becomes one of us in a new way.
And there is the great manifestation of God, witnessing to Jesus:
My beloved Son; listen to him.
We can conclude this Christmas Season asking for the grace to
be one with Jesus whose mission from the Father he invites us to
share. - Creighton University Online Ministries

Saturday, December 25
8:30AM The Nativity of the Lord
10:30AM The Nativity of the Lord
Sunday, December 26
8:30AM +Departed Members of Saint Marianne Cope
10:30AM +Departed Members of Saint Marianne Cope
Saturday, January 1
4:00PM +Departed Members of Saint Marianne Cope
Sunday, January 2
8:30AM +Departed Members of Saint Marianne Cope
10:30AM +Departed Members of Saint Marianne Cope

Parish Sharing & Support
(Dec 12 & 19)
Weekly Offertory - $5,103 Online Giving - $1,480
Monthly Offertory - $2,629 Holy Day - $548
Christmas Flowers - $783 Retired Religious - $892
(Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure with our parish.)

Christmas Flowers
Our Christmas decorations were given to the
community in honor and memory of departed
family, friends and loved ones. Fr. Stu will
remember them quietly in prayer during the
Christmas season.
Thanks to all who gave generously so that this
season of wonder might be seen and enjoyed by
God’s people here at Saint Marianne Cope.

A Prayer for Year’s End
Lord our God, as the days of 2021
dwindle to a precious few, help us remember
people around the world who suffer every hour.
Through the life and lessons of Jesus, may we be
inspired to be good shepherds to those in need.
Help us protect life by being a bountiful
source of good will and good deeds. Amen.

Prayer for the New Year
In the year ahead, Lord of New Beginnings,
stretch our souls and move us
into new awareness of the human family,
their needs and their longings.
Make these into our needs, our longings so we can
move more confidently to a deeper sense of connection
where our resolutions reflect our common life.
Help us recognize the possibilities you have offered
to us as a people, so we can commit to practice
the hope that happens when we gather gratefully
in your name and we hold up to you
this fragile, precious world.
Grant us the grace in this year ahead to sow the
seeds of justice and to gather peace in our day. Amen.

